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Report of the APA Standing Committee On
             Economic and Sustainable Development
              Manama, 26 April 2017
Rep/SC-Economic/2017/03
26 April, 2017
1. The Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development held its meeting on 25th -26th April 2017 Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain. Delegations from 21 APA Member Parliaments participated in the meeting including Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Cyprus, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Laos, Pakistan, Palestine, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Thailand, Turkey and UAE. List of participants is attached as Annex I. 
2. In inaugural session, H.E. Ahmed Bin Ebrahim Rashid Almulla, Speaker of the Council of Representatives and Chairman of Bahrain’s Parliamentary Group opened the meeting by welcoming the participants and mentioned the framework of the Standing Committee in two days meeting. His opening address is attached as Annex II.
3. The Standing Committee resumed its duty by adopting the Agenda, election of Bureau and working program drafted by APA Secretariat as attached in Annex III. Dr. Ali Khorram, the APA Deputy Secretary-General opened the floor and asked for the candidates for the election of Bureau. Then H.E General Nipat Thonglek, member of the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand was elected as Rapporteur of the Committee, and Hon. Suos Yara from Cambodia as Vice-Chairman of the Meeting. 

4. H.E Mr. Abbas Al-Madhi, Vice-President of APA, Chairman of APA Standing Committee on Economic Affairs and Sustainable Development and Deputy Speaker of the Council of Representatives, Chaired the standing committee and delivered his opening remarks. The full text of remarks as attached in Annex IV.
5. Hon. Suos Yara as representative of the APA President made a statement and thanked the host for holding the meeting . He presented a brief report of the activities of the National Assembly of Kingdom of Cambodia during its two years of Presidency. 
6. Dr. Ali Khorram, the APA Deputy Secretary-General made also his statement by appreciating the Council of Representatives of the Kingdom of Bahrain in general, and Honorable Ahmed Bin Ebrahim Almulla, the Speaker of this Parliament for the sense of responsibility towards the APA and for the generosity for hosting such a prestigious Meeting. He mentioned the meeting would discuss Asian Integrated Energy Market as well as the other issues like Environmental issues, Ensuring Efforts for Economic Growth, The Role of APA Parliaments to Adopt Legislation in Supporting the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, Poverty Eradication, Water and Sanitation in Asia for All (Annex V).

7. Then Dr. Khorram presented 6 resolutions as follows and delivered the report of APA Secretary-General: 
a. SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/12 of 26th April 2017, on Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts for Economic Growth 

b. SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/14 of 26th April 2017, on the Role of APA Parliaments to adopt Legislation in Supporting the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 

c. SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/10 of 26th April 2017, on Asian Integrated Energy Market. 

d. SC-Economic/Draft Res/2017/11 of 26th April 2017, on Environmental Issues, 

e. SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/13 of 26th April 2017, on Poverty Eradication. 

f. SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/15 of 26th April 2017, on Water and Sanitation in Asia for All. 

8. The Standing Committee considered the text of each draft resolution one by one, and made minor alterations to them. It was unanimously decided to recommend the Draft Resolutions to the APA Executive Council Meeting of 2017 to be forwarded to the APA plenary for final consideration and adoption. The full text of draft Resolutions is attached to this Report as Annex VI. 
9. A draft resolution proposed by Kuwait National Assembly  on “Building the Asian Individual” have been presented to the Committee and it was unanimously been decided to have it discussed in presence of member parliaments in the next meeting of the Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development .
10. Sub-regional Groups Member Parliaments for establishing Asian Parliament, meeting was held on 25th April 2017and chaired by Senator Nuzhat Sadiq, from Pakistan. Then the Sub-regional Groups were called to meet separately to come up with recommendations to be delivered to the Senate of Pakistan about the SCCAP as per their national legislation. 
11. During discussion on Asian Integrated Energy Market, Dr. Khorram mentioned that according to Paragraph 1 of the resolution, An Advisory Group on Energy should be established if the meeting is not willing to cancel the mission. Dr. Khalil Abul, MP of National Assembly of Kuwait was nominated to be as Head of this Advisory Group.  

A meeting to discuss the creation and membership of the Advisory Group on Energy was proposed by the Deputy Secretary-General. This meeting was held after the standing committee meeting and chaired by Dr. Khalil Abul, MP of National Assembly of Kuwait. Member parliaments of Afghanistan, Iraq, Jordon, Kuwait, Russia, Pakistan, Syria and Turkey registered their names as members of the Advisory Group. The Head of Cyprus delegation expressed the willing to host the first meeting of Advisory Group on Energy Market if it is necessary. 
12. Upon the request of paragraph 9 of the resolution “The Role of APA Parliaments to Adopt Legislation in Supporting the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals”, Dr. Khorram mentioned majority of SDGs are related to the Economic & Sustainable Development Standing Committee but a few of them could be discussed in the agenda of other Standing Committees, for example, Goal 4 about Education could be discussed in Social and Cultural Standing Committee. 
13. Member parliament of UAE announced and invited all APA member parliaments to attend the Standing Committee on Staff and Financial Regulations in Abu-Dhabi on 21st -24th May 2017. 
14. Dr. Khorram informed the Member Parliament about the Cultural and Social Standing Committee meeting which is going to be held in Bhutan on 31 August -2 September 2017.

15. The Head of Bangladesh delegation made a statement regarding economic planning in Bangladesh and submitted the full text to the secretariat. 

16. The APA Deputy Secretary-General on Standing Committee expressed his appreciation to the parliamentary Group of the Kingdom of Bahrain for excellent organization of the Meeting and the hospitality extended to all participants. High appreciation also goes to the staff of local secretariat and interpreters for their outstanding and effective contribution to the Meeting. 
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Annex-II

Inaugural speech by H.E. Ahmed Bin Ebrahim Rashid Almulla, Speaker of the Council of Representatives and Chairman of Bahrain’s Parliamentary Group
بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم

سعادة السيد جمال محمد فخرو النائب الأول لرئيس مجلس الشورى الموقر
 أصحاب السعادة أعضاء مجلسي الشورى والنواب.. 
وأعضاء الجمعية البرلمانية الآسيوية.. 
السادة السفراء وأعضاء السلك الدبلوماسي.. 

الأخوات والأخوة.. 

الضيوف والحضور الكرام..
السلام عليكم ورحمة الله وبركاته..

بداية أود أن أرحب بكم في بلدكم مملكة البحرين، وطن الحضارة والأصالة، وأرض التعايش والتسامح، ومجتمع التآلف والمحبة والسلام، وانقل إليكم تحيات القيادة السياسية الحكيمة وعلى رأسها صاحب الجلالة الملك حمد بن عيسى آل خليفة – حفظه الله ورعاه وأتمنى لكم التوفيق والنجاح، في اجتماع اللجنة الدائمة المعنية بالاقتصاد والتنمية المستدامة، بالجمعية البرلمانية الآسيوية، هذا الاجتماع الذي نتشرف باستضافته لأول مرة، تقديرا لدوركم النيابي، وتعزيزا للدبلوماسية البرلمانية للقارة الآسيوية.

إن اجتماعكم اليوم سيبحث قضايا ومواضيع بالغة الأهمية للقارة الآسيوية، حاضرا ومستقبلا، في ظل التحديات الاقتصادية الاستثنائية التي يشهدها العالم، ومن خلال التكتلات الدولية والقارية، ومن واجبنا كبرلمانيين آسيويين أن نحث دولنا وحكوماتنا على دعم وتعزيز التعاون المشترك لدول قارتنا الآسيوية.

الأخوات والأخوة:
إن الجهود المبذولة من دولنا الآسيوية من أجل النمو الاقتصادي، بحاجة لأن تتكامل وتتعاون معا، لتجاوز التحديات، وتجنب الآثار والتداعيات، الناشئة عن الازمات الاقتصادية، وصولا لتحفيز اقتصادنا الآسيوي، ولتحسين مستويات الرفاه وضمان السلام والاستقرار، باعتبار أن التطور والنمو الاقتصادي من ضمانات الاستقرار السياسي والأمن الاجتماعي.
 كما أن المسئولية التاريخية والأمانة الوطنية، تقتضي منا كبرلمانيين آسيويين، أن ندعم دور برلماناتنا، في تبني تشريعات متطورة، ومبادرات حضارية، وحلول ذكية، دعماً لتنفيذ أهداف التنمية المستدامة، التي أقرتها الوثيقة الختامية لقمة الأمم المتحدة في سبتمبر 2015، وإعلان الاتحاد البرلماني الدولي في اجتماعه 132، مع الأخذ بالاعتبار احترام السياسات الوطنية تجاه أهداف التنمية المستدامة، وإرساء الاجماع الحكومي والبرلماني والشعبي لأهمية التنمية، خصوصا في مجالات الصحة والتعليم والاسكان والأمن الغذائي والتغذية واستدامة البيئة، مع تعزيز الشراكة الفاعلة بين القطاعين العام والخاص من أجل تنفيذ أهداف التنمية المستدامة بشكل فاعل ومتميز.

 وأود أن أشيد هنا بمبادرة البرلمان الإندونيسي الصديق، في تأسيس لجنة برلمانية خاصة، تعنى بأهداف التنمية المستدامة، كأفضل الممارسات والمبادرات لمتابعة هذه الأهداف على المستوى الوطني.

الأخوات والأخوة:
أن دول القارة الآسيوية تزخر بمصادر الطاقة المتعددة والمتنوعة، ولديها من الموارد البشرية والمالية الكثير، إلا أنها بحاجة لحسن الإدارة والاستثمار، وذلك يتحقق إلا من خلال قوة الإرادة والعزيمة الصادقة، لإنشاء سوق الطاقة المتكاملة في آسيا، والذي من شأنه أن يشكل أهمية قصوى في المستقبل، في ظل ارتفاع معدلات الاستهلاك، وما يواجهه هذا الأمر من عقبات حقيقية، وما يستلزمه من الحاجة الماسة لإقرار وتطبيق سياسات طاقة ومشروعات بيئية حصيفة للقارة الآسيوية، وعبر التوصل إلى صيغ مشتركة وسياسات موحدة للحد من وطأة الفقر، ومكافحة الإرهاب الذي يهدد الجميع، والوقاية من الجرائم، مع إيلاء حق الحصول على المياه وخدمات الصرف الصحي للجميع في قارة آسيا جل الاهتمام والرعاية، باعتبار ذلك حق أصيل من حقوق الإنسان للحصول على مستوى معياري من الظروف المعيشية المناسبة، وهو الأمر الذي أكدته الوثيقة الختامية لمؤتمر قمة الأمم المتحدة.

ختام   .... أؤكد للجميع أن توصيات هذا الاجتماع ستكون محل اهتمام ومتابعة من إخواني أصحاب المعالي والسعادة رؤساء البرلمانات الآسيوية.. ويسرني أن أتقدم بالشكر الجزيل للأمانة العامة بالجمعية البرلمانية الآسيوية وللأخوة في مجلسي الشورى والنواب بمملكة البحرين على حسن التنظيم والترتيب.. مع خالص تمنياتي للجميع بالتوفيق والنجاح.

والسلام عليكم ورحمة الله وبركاته….
Annex-III
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Agenda

1  –  Adoption of the Agenda 

2  –  Election of the Bureau

3  -  Opening remarks by the Chairperson

4  – Report of the APA Secretary-General 

5  - Consideration and recommendations on the Draft Resolutions: 

· Draft Resolution on Asian Integrated Energy Market

· Draft Resolution on Environmental Issues

· Draft Resolution on Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts for Economic Growth

· Draft Resolution on Poverty Eradication

· Draft Resolution on the Role of APA Parliaments in Supporting the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals

· Draft Resolution on Water and Sanitation in Asia for All

6 –    Any other matters
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ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY (APA)

Standing Committee Meeting on


Economic Affairs and Sustainable Development


25th – 26th April, 2017

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain

FINAL WORKING PROGRAM

Monday, 24th April 2017

All Day Arrival of Delegates (Proceed to Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel)

20.00 hrs  Dinner arranged by Bahrain’s Parliamentary Group

Venue: ---------Hall, Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel

Tuesday, 25th April 2017

06.00 – 08.30 hrs 
Breakfast 

09.00 – 09.30 hrs 
Receiving Delegations

09:30 – 10:00 hrs
Inaugural Ceremony:

Venue:Hall, -------- Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel 

· National Anthem of the Kingdom of Bahrain

· Recitation from the Holy Quran 

· Opening Address by H.E Ahmed Bin Ebrahim Almulla, Speaker of the Council of Representatives, Chairman of the Executive Committee of Bahrain’s Parliamentary Group 

· Photo Session 

10:00 – 10:30 Coffee Break

Standing Committee Meeting

Venue: ---------Hall, Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel

10.30 – 11.00 - Adoption of the Agenda

· Remarks by Chairperson H.E MP Mr. Abbas Al-Madhi, Deputy President of APA – Chair of APA Standing Committee on Economic Affairs and Sustainable Development

11.00 – 13.00 Presentation & discussion of APA Secretary General Progress Report on implementation of the present Resolutions and consideration of any proposals will be presented by Member Parliaments 

· Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts for Economic Growth

· The Role of APA Parliaments to Adopt Legislation in Supporting the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals

13:00 – 14:30 
hrs
Lunch

(Venue: --------- Hall, Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel)

16:00 – 18:00 hrs Continuation of Presentation & discussion on Draft Resolutions

· Asian Integrated Energy Market

· Environmental Issues

18:00 – 19:00 hrs  Sub- Regional Groups Member Parliaments – Groups 1 (West Asia North) & 2(West Asia South), Sub- Regional Group Member Parliaments – Group 3to 6 (South Asia- South East Asia - East Asia and Pacific- Central Asia and the CIS). 

 20:00 – Dinner hosted by H.E. Mr. Ali Bin Saleh Al-Saleh, Speaker of Shura Council
Venue: ------------, ---------- Hotel

End of Day 1

Wednesday, 26th April 2017

06.00 – 08.30 hrs 

Breakfast

Standing Committee Meeting

Venue: -------- Hall, Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel

09:00 – 10:30 hrs Continuation of Presentation & discussion on Draft Resolution

· Poverty Eradication

10:30 – 10:45 hrs Coffee break

10:45 – 12:15 hrs  Preparation of Report by the APA Secretariat

12:15 – 14:00 
hrs  Lunch

14:00 – 15.30  hrs General Meeting of all Sub- Regional Groups Member Parliaments 

15:30 – 16:30 hrs Adoption of the final report of the Standing Committee Meeting

16:30 hrs End of Day 2

20.00     Farewell Dinner hosted by H.E Ahmed Bin Ebrahim Almulla, Speaker of the Council of Representatives, Chairman of the Executive Committee of Bahrain’s Parliamentary Group

Venue: --------Hall, Diplomat Radisson Blu Hotel

Thursday, 27th April 2017

All Day Departure of Delegates
Annex-IV
In the name of Allah the Merciful and peace be upon Prophet Muhammad

Your Excellency…

Excellencies, heads of delegations…

Excellencies, Members of delegations…

Brothers and sisters…

May peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you…

First of all, I would like to extend my wishes and on behalf of the members of the delegation of the House of Representatives in the Kingdom of Bahrain to welcoming you all to your second country. I would also like to thank the delegation of the General Secretariat of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly for their sincere and well-organized efforts and my greetings to our distinguished guests, heads and members of the participating delegations.
We are also honored to convey to you the greetings and welcome of the distinguished political leadership led by His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, His Royal Highness Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, Prime Minister and His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander of the Bahrain Defense and First Deputy Prime Minister.

As we are pleased to convey to you the greetings of His Excellency Mr. Ahmed Bin Ibrahim Al Mulla, Speaker of the house of representative, and the Director of the Inter-Parliamentary Group, and Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh, Speaker of the Shura Council and all members of the House of Representatives, Shura Council and the people of Bahrain. We wish you all health and wellness and prosperity.

Ladies and Gentlemen…

It is our pleasure and pride that you will be among us today here in your second country the Kingdom of Bahrain to participate in this special gathering, to work together in a joint and harmonious manner for our democratic movement aimed at the well-being and prosperity of our peoples. We will therefore take every opportunity to facilitate the holding of this important meeting. We will spare no effort to achieve the desired goal. This will inevitably contribute to strengthening cooperation between all parliaments of the Parliamentary Assembly Exchange of experiences and possibilities and to create opportunities to reach the fullest possible benefit to achieve the aspirations of our people in the areas that will be reviewed, discussed and decided upon in order to be adopted.
Excellencies heads of parliamentary delegations…

Ladies and gentlemen…

Distinguished Guests…

The Kingdom of Bahrain has a long-term economic vision for 2030 which aims to improve the competitiveness of our economy, create specialized employment opportunities for Bahrainis and enhance the standard of living of the citizens, and we are committed to the advantages we have and build upon to become the most attractive investment and the center of business in the Middle East. 

Where we have a number of important advantages that makes us unique in the region, a strategic geographical location in the heart of the Arabian Gulf, and the Kingdom's commitment to maintaining the most liberal environment  for the currency in the region's through the elimination of taxes on private companies and some indirect taxes on individuals and institutions, as well as to provide freedom to the investor to return back home with the capital.

The Kingdom of Bahrain offers the opportunity for foreigners to own business and real estate assets in most sectors, as well as owning a 100% free telecommunications sector. The Kingdom of Bahrain has a unique record as the world's most advanced international business economy. It goes back to the last 50 years, which have recently become known as the most developed Gulf financial markets.

The Kingdom of Bahrain, with its highly educated national workforce, is the most attractive to capital and investors. This advantage will reduce the burden of attracting and maintaining foreign expertise, which in return contributes to the building of an experienced and committed local team that can be sustained in the long term.

We are also in the Kingdom of Bahrain to be proud that we are one of the first countries to achieve most of the Millennium Development Goals ahead of schedule in terms of free education, women's empowerment, equal opportunities for women, expansion of social solidarity and upgrading of health care and progress in protecting the environment in many sectors, and has been placed at the global level in the human and sustainable development reports of the United Nations and specialized institutions for many consecutive years.

Based on the above, there is no doubt that the legislative authority in the Kingdom of Bahrain has been a key player in achieving what has reached our beloved Kingdom in economic development and sustainable development. We are ready to exert our legislative expertise in this area to the Member States of the Assembly to achieve our desired ambition, and still aspires to achieve more and we are on the path to the growth that has been close to reach and those who need to lend a helping hand to achieve what they aspires to.

In conclusion, I wish all of us all the best and success, and that this meeting ends with what we have set for and that the recommendations that result in this important and vital aspect are implemented. I also wish all of us success and achieve the required ambitions and the rewards as soon as possible. Through hard work, sincere intentions, cooperation and joint integration.

Peace, mercy and blessings of God

Annex-V
Address by Dr. Ali Khorram, APA Deputy Secretary-General   

Honorables,

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen

We are happy to witness once again an important APA gathering with so many distinguished participants from so many Asian parliaments in Manama. At this point, I wish to convey a warm message of welcome to all of the distinguished APA delegations participating in this meeting. I wish to continue by expressing gratitude of my own and of my colleagues in the APA Secretariat to all distinguished members of parliamentary delegations and all immanent persons who are present in this august assembly. 

I would like to register my special thanks and appreciations to the Council of Representatives of the Kingdom of Bahrain in general, and Honorable Ahmed Bin Ebrahim Almulla, the Speaker of this Parliament for the sense of responsibility towards the APA and for the generosity for hosting such a prestigious Meeting. I should also like to especially appreciate valuable efforts and warm hospitality extended to all delegations and to APA Secretariat by Honorable Abbas Al-Mahdi, Deputy Speaker of the Council since our arrival.

I would like to express my gratitude for having the opportunity to address you here today.

Distinguished Delegates,

As the largest Asian inter-parliamentary organization, and relying on its wide scope of membership which covers most countries of Asia, APA is in a position to depict itself as a Model Asian Parliament.

APA has promoted the notion of Asian integration and Asian Parliament as the pivotal theme of its goals and objectives. Achieving integration in Asia is a formidable endeavor which would require certain conditions and definitely face certain challenges. Asian Integrated Energy Market could be a Road Map to any kind of integration in Asia. So both Asian Parliament and Asian Integrated Energy Market are important issues in the APA. Today as Honorable Mr. Ahmed Bin Almulla rightly pointed out, we discuss Asian Integrated Energy Market as well as the other issues like Environmental issues, Ensuring Efforts for Economic Growth, The Role of APA Parliaments to Adopt Legislation in Supporting the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, Poverty Eradication, Water and Sanitation in Asia for All. This evening, after the Standing Committee Meeting, we will listen to you to tell us what you think about Asian Parliament and how to put forward this idea. 

 I look forward to seeing the outcome of the constructive deliberations and thoughtful ideas to unfold in this meeting. I am confident that the meeting will achieve its organizational objectives.

Now Mr. Chairman, we open the floor to consider our first resolution:

Annex-VI
Standing Committee on
Economic and Sustainable Development Affairs
6 Resolutions
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Draft Resolution on Asian Integrated Energy Market

SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/10

26 April 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolution on Integrated Energy Market in Asia (APA/Res/2015/05) adopted at the 8th APA Plenary in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December 2015 and other relevant APA meetings.

Welcoming the Report of the Secretary-General on the Asian Integrated Energy Market (AIEM), and the meeting of the Energy Sub-Committee held in Islamabad, Pakistan, on 27 July 2016;

Considering the role of energy market integration between West and East Asia in the future due to high rate of energy consumption in the East and South of Asia.

Concerned about the political crisis in the West Asia in recent years as a real obstacle for the realization of Asian Integrated Energy Market;

Recognizing that “Integrated Asian Energy Market” can help the Asian countries to maximize the interests of both producers and consumers and minimize the risks and costs of energy in Asia;

Welcoming the strong support of North-East, East and South-East Asia for “Integrated Asian Energy Market”;
Emphasizing the need to develop multilateral co-operation among Asian countries and the work of APA to develop an Integrated Energy Market in Asia as efforts to provide a sustainable, green and clean energy as they are crucial for the climate change mitigation and the attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals;

Reaffirming the importance of adoption and implementation of environmentally sound energy policies and projects throughout Asia;

Welcoming the decreasing trend of energy intensity in the most regions of the world, particularly in Asia;

Welcoming the Asian governments’ commitments to reduce carbon emissions affecting global warming and environment;

Emphasizing the importance of unimpeded flows of energy  sources, technologies and capital, and acknowledging that clean and renewable energy needs to be affordable to all;

Recognizing that sustainable development, energy access, and energy security are critical to the shared prosperity and future of the region; 

Supporting a wider use of Natural gas as an economically efficient and ecologically clean fuel to promote sustainable development as well as to reduce the greenhouse emissions in accordance with the Paris Agreement on the climate change;

Stressing on the commitment of APA members to cooperate and coordinate regionally and globally in the field of renewable energy, with the aim of joining up efforts, standards, norms, and objectives;
Encouraging parliaments to develop strategies that support governments in relation to sustainable development, and to expand in depending on clean, renewable energy, such as the solar, hydropower, nuclear, and wind energies and priority should be given to the utilization of water as a source, when applicable;

Calling on APA Member Countries to foster cooperation through joint research initiatives and transfer technology on clean renewable energy; 
1. Decide to expand the mandate of the Advisory Group on Energy to link the demand and the supply for energy in Asia and to promote the sustainable use of energy, in line with the spirit enshrined in the UN Summit 2015 Declaration to secure our planet for present and future generations;

2. Call upon APA Member Parliaments to encourage their respective governments to expand bilateral and multilateral cooperation among Asian countries in the field of energy and its sustainability and to link such efforts with the existing international commitments such as the SDGs and the UN Framework Convention for Climate Change(UNFCCC);

3. Call up APA Member States in South and West Asia to respond positively and urgently to the appeal of “Integrated Asian Energy Market” in North-East, East and South-East Asia;
4. Urge all Members of APA Parliaments to report to the Secretary-General on their national experiences in the field of increasing energy efficiency and their energy policies for the betterment of the information of the Advisory Group and to be forwarded to the Plenary;
5. Request the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on the implementation of this resolution and to report thereon to the next meeting of the Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development Affairs;
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Draft Resolution on Environmental Issues

SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/11

26 April 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change, and Planting Billions of Trees Throughout Asia (APA/Res/2015/07) adopted at the8thAPA Plenary in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December 2015, the Paris Agreement on Climate Change  and other relevant APA resolutions;

Welcoming the Report of the Secretary-General on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia, contained in document SG/Rep/2016/03-2 dated 20 July 2016;

Adhering to the important role of environment in the sustainable development and meeting needs of increasing world population particularly countries of Asia which are facing dire consequences of climate change;
Recognizing the need to pursue the sustainable development namely the economic growth, social development and environmental protection in a balanced and mutually supportive manner;

Highlighting the link between sustainable development and other relevant ongoing processes such as that the implementation of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), UN Convention Biological Diversity (UNCBD), UN Convention to Combat Desertification and the outcome of the International Conference on Financing for Development among others is linked with global sustainable development agenda;
Emphasizing the natural capital such as forests, biodiversity, freshwater, and coastal and marine ecosystems as being essential to making “green economies” a reality;

Recognizing that climate change represents an urgent and potentially irreversible threat to human societies and the planet and thus requires the widest possible cooperation by all countries, and their participation in an effective and appropriate international response, with a view to accelerating the mitigation efforts;
Underlining   the  necessity   of   a  comprehensive  and   long-term  strategy   to   combat desertification  and  marine life deterioration,  thus improving the  living conditions of  the people living in arid, semi-arid and coastal areas;

Recognizing  the significance of  exchanging  information  on  environmental issues among Asian countries and transfer of environmental technology, in particular scientific and technical assistance, from those states with high capabilities in the area of sustainable development to less developed states in Asia;

Recognizing the urgent need to enhance the provision of finance, technology and capacity- building support by developed country Parties, in a predictable manner, to enable enhanced pre-2020 action by developing country Parties;
Concerned about the negative environmental impact of unbridled energy consumption on a global scale and particularly in Asia;

Encouraging Asian parliaments of the countries which supported the Doha amendment to the Kyoto Protocol to speed up their acceptance of the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol, in order to provide further momentum for global climate action for the years leading up to 2020;

Calling up on developed countries and international institutions to assist Asian developing countries, in their efforts to deal with negative consequences of environmental degradation effectively and reiterating the importance of devising a proper mechanism for technology transfer and financing environmentally sound technology from developed to developing countries;

Emphasizing that substantive involvement of APA in the latest state of affairs as regards the ongoing negotiations within the context of UNFCCC, exchange of views among Member Parliaments and striving for bringing as much coordination and collaboration as possible in relevant negotiating for a with a view to serving and improving the common regional interest of Asia is a compelling imperative;

Acknowledging the importance of enhancing the role of civil society, NGOs, policy think tanks, business and academia in the protection of environment through their inputs to the environmental  policy formulation as well  as implementation at the local, national  and regional levels;

Emphasizing the importance of cooperation among Member Parliaments with regard to efforts to combat desertification;

Recognizing the success by Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD) in raising global awareness and international collaboration in the economic and environmental fields and the promotion of transparency;

Recalling the role of United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in strengthening and building national capacity to promote sustainable management of the environment and in the implementation of programs that take into account environmental considerations;
Agreeing to uphold and promote regional and international cooperation in order to mobilize stronger and more ambitious climate action by all Parties and non-Party stakeholders, including civil society, the private sector, financial institutions, cities and other sub-national authorities, local communities and indigenous peoples;

Stressing that all parties, including the business sectors have responsibility to preserve and conserve environment and that any ecological and environmental damage should be held responsible, according to the prevailing laws and regulations;
Stressing the central role of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in providing for collective international response to the challenge of the global climate change;
 Welcome the adoption of Paris Agreement at the 21th session of the Conference of the Parties of UNFCCC in December 2015;
1. Invite APA developed members to assess how loss and damage due to climate change affects the world, particularly vulnerable developing countries in Asia;

2. Invite also Members of APA parliaments to be mindful of the right to a ecologically-balanced environment;
3. Urge Member Parliaments to modify, or enact, laws according to their respective needs to enforce strict protection of natural habitats and environment, as well as people, threatened by environmental deterioration;

4. Call upon all Member Parliaments to promote the efficiency and effectiveness of targeted development programs through coordination efforts, including by UNDP;
5. Call upon APA Member countries to take steps for public awareness concerning environmental protection and facilitating implementation of a global-scale system of interconnected collective and national efforts to mitigate negative anthropogenic impact on climate with a view to achieve sustainable development;
6. Urge APA Parliaments to support Sustainable Development Goals with regard to environmental issues by adopting appropriate legislation;
7. Call on APA member countries to uphold rule of law on environmental issues           and to share good practices on that matters; 
8. Invite the APA Member Parliaments to proceed with legislation and other legal actions deemed appropriate and instrumental in encouraging the governments to formulate and implement legislations, policies and measures with regard to the following:
· Integrating climate policies in broader development policies with a view to making implementation and overcoming barriers easier;

· Financing and encouraging R&D for low carbon or cleaner technologies with a view to stimulating technological advances, reduce costs, and enable progress toward stabilization;

· Legalizing then necessity of observing the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) as a step towards bringing a balance between the three pillars of sustainable development namely: economic growth, social development and environmental protection;

· Encouraging the maximum possible interaction, coordination, integrity and solidarity among Asian delegations involved in climate change negotiations with a view to providing for a collective wisdom by Asia as their common interests which in turn shall strengthen Asian regionalism and contribute to the cause of an Asian integration;

· Interacting with and make collective attempts with other Asian States Parties for pushing the environmental priorities and urgencies of Asia within the agenda of financial and technological mechanisms of environment related instruments such as Global Environmental Facility(GEF), those operating within UNEP and the established technological and financial mechanisms in Durban in 2011;

9. Invite APA Member Parliaments to exchange experiences and best practices on environmental issues and provide, on a voluntary basis, the data and information concerning issues related  to  sustainable development, climate  change  and  other environment related major issues to the Secretariat to be compiled in a data base for the reference and use by all Member Parliaments;

10. Invite also APA Member Parliaments, who are in a position to do so, to provide material and technical support to APA members in their efforts to combat climate change and desertification;

11. Call on parliamentarians from APA to urge their respective governments to publish Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDC) after Paris Summit;

12. Urge APA Member Parliaments to support the objectives of the Paris Agreement to control and reduce the greenhouse gasses, early complete the system of law and policy in line with international commitment in response to climate change;

13. Note with concern that the estimated aggregate greenhouse gas emission levels in 2025 and 2030 resulting from the intended nationally determined contributions do not fall within least-cost 2˚C scenarios;
14. Note also that much greater emission reduction efforts will be required than those associated with the intended nationally determined contributions in order to hold the increase in the global average temperature to below 2˚ C above pre-industrial levels to 1.5 ˚C above pre-industrial levels;
15. Recommend action be taken by the Green Climate Fund (GCF) within existing framework to assist the Asian region and especially its developing nations with mitigating the effects of climate change and protecting natural resources in order to ensure a healthy environment for future generations focused on aiding developing countries to promote mitigation, as appropriate and adapt to the increasing effects of climate change and the protection of natural resources;
16. Call upon APA to expand partnership with country and partner outside the region to exchange information on climate change, and natural disaster, mobilized financial resources to invest in project related to clean and energy saving technologies, and establish a research center in Asia to provide aid to the developing Asian countries in support for national policy programs with regards to sustainable Information and Communication Technology (ICT);

17. Recommend APA Members to deliberate the mechanism for an Asia wide response in times of natural disasters and calamities to provide timely aid and rescue to those in need of help;
18. Request developed APA Member Parliaments to offer advice to the other members on how to acquire and effectively utilize the tools to combat economic shocks resulting from climate change, such as damage to property and infrastructure, lost productivity, mass migration, and coping costs through the preparation of sustainable policies pertaining to disaster preparation programs with special attention given to the needs of the rural population; rain water harvesting; green roofs; river embankment strengthening; food silos; early warning systems; and information and communication technology to facilitate information sharing;
19. Request the Secretary General to seek the views of APA Member Parliaments on the implementation of the present resolution and report there on to the next session of the Standing-Committee in 2018;
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Draft Resolution on Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts for Economic Growth

SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/12

26 April 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA resolution on the ramification of International Financial Crisis for the Economies of Countries of APA Member Parliaments, APA/Res/2015/13 and other relevant APA resolutions;

Expressing concern with the repercussions of the sovereign defaults and financial markets volatility to the economic growth in APA countries;

Noting that a social order based on justice and egalitarianism is of critical importance to accelerate social and economic progress everywhere, help in achieving international peace and harmony;
Appreciating the measures that have already been taken by Asian Parliaments and their governments to contain the negative impacts of economic crisis in their economies, and expect them to take further steps to stimulate their respective economies;

Noting that the economic growth in Asian Economies has not been shared equally in the society whereby the Gini Coefficient, as reported by the Asian Development Bank, had grown significantly over the last decades and that regional cooperation which have already existed in Asia could serve as a platform for enhancing cooperation among sub regional economic organization that would improve welfare for all in Asia; 

Noting that peace and stability in the region is an important contributor to economic growth and that occupation, violence and political instability act as inhibitors for economic development and that maintaining regional collaboration on political stability is crucial; 
Recognizing also the necessity to effectively reform the current global financial architecture so as to achieve a more balanced world economic and financial order;

Encouraging parliaments to adopt policies through their legislative and scrutiny roles aiming to enhance the role of the private sector and increasing its contribution to economic integration, in order to create the appropriate jobs or opportunity of jobs;
Emphasizing parliaments on the role of the private sector by influencing national expenditure policies through the roles of parliaments, particularly with regard to discussions and approval of budgets and final accounts, as well as the adoption of investment laws and the provision of incentives and guarantees for private sector growth;
1. Call upon Asian governments to take new policy approaches to develop a more comprehensive and innovative growth strategies needed to sustain a more resilient, balanced, sustainable and inclusive economic growth that is necessary means to create decent jobs and reduce inequalities to promote the formation of a regional SME's network;
2. Stress upon Member Parliaments to remove all obstacles to socio-economic progress and all forms of discriminations, including, but not limited to, those on the basis of race, colour, creed, cast, sex, language, religion, nationality, and ethnicity ;
3. Call upon APA Parliaments to ensure by all means respect for the dignity and value of all human beings and ensure adherence to human rights and social justice by legislative and oversight means, ensuring equality of opportunity for all;
4. Encourage Member Parliaments to work on an informal debate at APA platform on the potential benefits of social justice in their respective countries and promote greater cooperation for equitable economic development in Asia;
5. Call upon APA member parliaments to support the development of Asian-led multilateral bank sand its capacity to promote equitable economic growth, improve national and trans-boundary connectivity and to seek possible establishment of a regional stabilization fund in times of economic crisis;

6. Encourage APA member governments to create a protocol to enhance resilience to economic crisis which regulates the allocation for some budget reserves for economic crisis mitigation;

7. Also encourage governments in Asia to promote cross-border private investments while ensuring an institutional capacity and prudent regulatory frame work to enable countries to absorb large capital flows, while at the same time using bilateral swap arrangement to promote the role of local currency in financing cross-border trade;

8. Urge Parliamentarians of Member Legislatures to promote social justice and development in their respective policies as a common interest of all nations of Asia by encouraging, promoting and endorsing national and regional efforts to raise the living standards of peoples;

9. Recommend APA member parliaments to promote the adoption of Basel III to improve supervision on financial sector  governance;

10. Encourage parliaments in APA member countries to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable Development and focus on policies that alleviate poverty, including improving access to health, education, capital, employment and social protection to help close income inequalities;
11. Call on APA member parliaments to consider reviewing their respective legislations, where appropriate, to give more support to small and medium enterprises (SMEs) by giving access to low interest credit loan and to provide capacity building and regional networking to integrate SMEs into regional and global value chains;

12. Encourage parliaments to support financial inclusion for the poor in each respective country and to share best practices of financial inclusion in the region;

13. Stress the importance to invest in human development and to provide sufficient public funding for education and health for everyone, without gender bias, to face the future global and Asian economic demands;

14. Request the governments in respective countries to channel more funds in joint research and development (R&D) activities as a means to spur innovation and viable economic growth strategies to sustain a more resilient economic growth;

15. Also request the governments in respective Asian countries to promote the implementation of low carbon economy despite the global economy deceleration;

16. Call upon the APA Member Parliaments to continuously promote the need for reform in global financial institutions and architecture, financial technology regulation, with the view for a balanced world economic and financial order;

17. Call upon APA member countries to strive to create an enabling institutional and business environment that can promote financial stability, financial inclusion, and efficient mobilization and utilization of the available resources;

18. Call Upon APA member countries to facilitate investing their sovereign funds and encourage their private investors to invest in Asia rather than other parts of the world.

19. Concern very strongly about the use of sanctions or any mechanisms of financial and economic pressure on APA Member States applied for political purposes.
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Draft Resolution on Poverty Eradication

SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/13

26 April 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolution on Alleviating Poverty in Asia (APA/Res/2015/08) adopted at the 8th  APA  Plenary  in  Phnom  Penh,  Cambodia,  December  2015  and  other  relevant  APA resolutions;

Underlining the significance of the role of Parliaments both in advocating and oversight of achievements of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially on Poverty Eradication;
Welcoming the High-level Plenary meeting of the U.N. General-Assembly on the Sustainable Development Goals in September 2015 and its outcome; entitled as “Transforming our world: the 2030 agenda for sustainable development”, in particular referring to goal 2 of sustainable development  to  eradicate  hunger,  enhance  food  insecurity  and  improve  nutrition  by promoting sustainable agriculture

Reaffirming that each country must take primary responsibility for its own development and that the role of national policies and strategies cannot be overemphasized in the poverty eradication;

Pointing out that poverty eradication should be included in a public policy, which adopts specific programs and enterprises in each country, in addition to adoption of executable international policies as the poverty eradication represents the social security of any country;
Stressing the need for enhanced international cooperation on poverty eradication, and the obligation of developed countries to provide financial, technical and capacity building assistance to developing countries; 
Noting that poverty alleviation is important to combat international terrorism, abuse of women & children and drug trafficking, arms smuggling, human trafficking, sea piracy and transnational crimes;

Mindful of the fact that the sustainable development recognizes that poverty eradication, fighting inequality, preserving the planet and creating inclusive economic growth are linked to each other and interdependent and that the SDGs balance all the three crucial sustainable development dimensions: the economic, the social and the environmental;

Reaffirming that poverty is the greatest global challenge facing the world today and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development;

Supporting also a publicity campaign to raise awareness in the society about SDG utilizing the potentials of mass media;

Emphasizing that achieving food security requires efforts and coordination at both national and international level;

Recognizing  the  important  role  of  agriculture  in  meeting  needs  of  increasing  world population, underlining that sustainable agriculture practices and rural development are key approaches to increase food security;

We therefore,

1. Urge APA Member Parliaments to work closely with their governments in the formulation and  implementation  of  the  measures  which  are  outlined  in  the  2030  Agenda  for  the Sustainable Development;

2. Determine to be more ambitious in our efforts to eradicate poverty, reduce inequality, ensure food security, access to healthcare and education;

3. Urge APA Member Parliaments to redouble their efforts in supporting activities of poverty eradication and encourage their respective governments to facilitate the implementation of effective policies to promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all;
4. Urge Member Parliaments to create awareness among general public about the importance of food and take possible steps to prevent its wastage.

5 Invite Member Parliaments to adopt necessary legislation to a) improve labor market regulations, b) support the informal sector and offering increased security to it, c) establish legal savings and loan associations that can help to reduce the reliance on moneylenders, d) promote modern agriculture which contributes essentially to reduction of poverty in urban and rural areas, e) empower the   poor to improve their living conditions and participate in decision-making which affects their lives, f) help to upgrade the infrastructure and services in areas where the poor live and work and to provide better education for poor particularly for girls and g) improve disaster preparedness, disaster relief as well as post-disaster economic recovery;

6 Encourage Member Parliaments to support investment in climate resilient agriculture and to adopt a unified approach to combat hunger by promoting public and private investments, increased access to inputs, lands and technologies;

7 Invite APA Member Parliaments to take appropriate legislative measures for poverty alleviation including providing financial assistance to domestic producers through,

a) Government grants to support sustainable farming activities 

b) Microfinance loans for small scale farmers

8 Recommend Member Parliaments to support and strengthen the capacities of government and communities to prepare for and respond to acute hunger arising from disasters through community based on social protection or safety nets;

9 Encourage Member Parliaments to take joint action to organize aid campaigns, on a voluntary basis upon the request of a Member Parliament, for assistance in the context of alleviating poverty including to enhance domestic production of food by participating in agricultural technologies and training programs;

10 Urge APA Member States to give significance to development of sustainable agriculture practices while making national policies, to achieve Sustainable Development Goals;

11 Call for increased cooperation between developed and developing member countries for improving food security by means of multilateral information sharing, especially in an area of sustainable agricultural technology;

12 Stressing the significance of women participation and contribution in agriculture sector for improving productivity food security and eliminating poverty;

13 Request the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on their efforts to  implement  this resolution  and  to  submit  a  report  thereon  to the  next  meeting of  the Standing-Committee in 2017.

[image: image7.png]



Draft Resolution on The Role of APA Parliaments in Supporting the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals

SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/14

26 April 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Acknowledging the outcome document of the United Nations Summit for the adoption of Post-2015 Development Agenda entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” adopted in September 2015;

Referring to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Hanoi Declaration on The Sustainable Development Goals: Turning Words into Action, adopted at its 132nd Assembly, held in Hanoi, Vietnam, March 2015; and other relevant inter-parliamentary organizations resolutions;

Being convinced that the SDGs are integrated and indivisible, global in nature and universally applicable, upholding the principle of common but differentiated responsibility, taking into account different national capacities, levels of development, and respecting national policies and priorities;

Underlining that strong political will and leadership of the parliaments and governments are essential for the achievement of the SDGs, 
Emphasizing the need for a consensus between governments, parliaments and the people to recognize the importance of the development particularly in the areas of health, education, housing, food security, nutrition and environmental sustainability;

Noting the significant progress made by countries in strengthening their public-private partnership readiness and institutional capacities through legislation and establishment of public-private partnership units in relevant government departments;
Welcoming the establishment of the Sustainable Development Goals Commission in some Asian parliaments as the  best practices to pursue the objectives of the SDGs at  national level;

1. Endorse the outcome document of the UN Summit for the adoption Post-2015 Development Agenda which adopted the SDGs as the new development frame work for 2015- 2030. The list of the SDGs is annexed;

2. Invite APA Members States to review and assess opportunities and legislative gaps to engage the private sector to invest in infrastructure on a sustainable basis ;
3. Decide to be actively involved in the integration of SDGs into national development programs and the formulation of national policies to support the mainstreaming and implementation of SDGs;

4. Invite APA members to involve all actors in sustainable development consideration to ensure transparency and accountability in the implementation process; 
5. Urge the Asian Parliaments to contribute to the national efforts towards achieving the SDGs including through the establishment of the appropriate mechanisms to monitor the implementation of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda at national level; 

6. Recommend to Asian Parliaments and Governments to consider establishing an Asian information center in order to  provide independent, scientific and reliable data and analytical information in reference to sustainable development indicators;

7. Call upon APA Members to provide adequate budgetary resources and adopt legislations which are relevant to support and monitor the successful implementation of the SDGs;

8. Resolve to strengthen the role of national parliaments in the advocacy of SDGs so that people understand that the SDGs are relevant to their lives;

9. Request the Standing Committees of APA to deliberate in a comprehensive manner issues of SDGs which are relevant to the work of their committees;

10. Stress the importance to develop data and indicators to setup a proper follow-up mechanism on the implementation of SDGs and the need to strengthen statistical capacities of all countries to support the progress;

11. Call upon  parliaments to contribution, through its roles, to highlight the priority to the enhancement of sustainable agriculture as food security, will constitute the most insisting problem of future sustainable development objectives;

12.  Urge Asian governments to engage in bilateral or multilateral partnerships in order to build infrastructures and sustainable development projects using governmental and sovereign funds;
13. Request all APA Member Parliaments to report their achievements in the implementation of the SDGs to the APA Secretariat in order to provide information for further discussion in the next Economic and Sustainable Development Standing Committee.

Sustainable Development Goals

Goal 1         End poverty in all its forms every where

Goal 2         End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promotes sustainable agriculture

Goal 3         Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
Goal 4         Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all

Goal 5         Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

Goal 6         Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
Goal 7         Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

Goal 8         Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all

Goal 9         Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation

Goal 10         Reduce in equality within and among countries

Goal 11         Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
Goal 12         Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
Goal 13         Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*
Goal 14         Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development
Goal 15         Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss
Goal 16         Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institution sat all levels
Goal 17         Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development
*acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the primary international, inter governmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate change
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Draft Resolution on Water and Sanitation in Asia for All

SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/15

26 April 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recognizing the outcome document of the United Nations Summit for the adoption of Post- 2015 Development Agenda entitled “Transforming our world:  the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” adopted in September 2015;

Recalling United Nations’ General Assembly resolution (A/64/292) adopted on 28th  July 2010, which formally recognized water and sanitation as human rights and UN Human Rights Council resolution (A/HRC/RES/18/1) adopted on the 28 September 2011, recognizing that the right to water and sanitation are part of the right to an adequate standard of living;

Welcoming the SDG goal 6 on ensuring availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all, including universal and equitable access to drinking water, sustainable water resources management and wastewater treatment, providing a further anchor for sustainability in the water governance field;

Noting with interest relevant commitments and initiatives promoting the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation, including the Abuja Declaration, adopted at the first Africa- South America Summit, in 2006, the Delhi Declaration, adopted at the third South Asian Conference on Sanitation, in 2008, the Sharm el-Sheikh Final Document, adopted at the Fifteenth Summit Conference of Heads of State and Government of the Movement of Non- Aligned Countries, in 2009, and the Colombo Declaration, adopted at the fourth South Asian Conference on Sanitation, in 2011;

Deeply concerned that approximately one billion people across Asia could face severe water shortage by 2050;

Stress upon the need for Asian Governments to focus in national policies on water and sanitation issues and contribute towards international efforts in resolving these issues;

1. Welcome the inclusion of water and sanitation in Post-2015 Development Agenda and the acceptance of human right to safe drinking water and sanitation by the General Assembly and the Human Rights Council;

2. Consider the role of Parliamentarian critical in the implementation of human rights approach to water and sanitation in Asia, including particularly the adoption of legislative measures in the implementation of their human rights obligations;

3. Reaffirm that APA Member States have the primary responsibility to ensure the full realization  of  SDGs  including  Goal  6,  and  must  take  steps,  nationally  and through international assistance and cooperation, especially economic and technical, to the sanitation by all appropriate means;

4. Request Member Parliaments to urge their respective governments to cooperate with their regions to discuss the water scarcity challenge all over Asian countries and to study in depth the causes of the water scarcity and to provide appropriate solutions and strategies to overcome this challenge;

5. Request the APA Member States to ensure financing according to the available resources for the provision of affordable water and sanitation, and to develop indicators and data collection mechanisms to monitor progress and to identify shortcomings;

6. Encourage integrated water resource planning and management
 for reducing widespread scarcity and pollution of freshwater resources in many regions and priority should be given to the fulfillment of basic needs and safeguarding of ecosystems in developing and using water resources;

7. Urge APA Parliamentarians to vigorously engage with executives on building inclusive frameworks between States for reduction of climate change impacts. These climate change impacts have severe consequences in the shape of water scarcity and flooding;

8. Ask APA Members to support advance technology transfers from developed countries to the developing countries of Asia and sharing of good practices for efficient allocation of water;

9. Underline the important role of the international cooperation provided by the United Nations, international development partners, as well as by donor agencies, in the achievement of the SDGs, and urges development partners to  harmonize their strategies with the national initiatives and plans of APA Members related to safe drinking water and sanitation;

10. Request the Secretary-General to report, the achievement of APA Member Parliaments on this resolution, to the next Standing Committee on Sustainable Development.
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� Integrated water  resources  management ( IWRM)  has  been  defi ned  by  the Global  Water  Partnership (GWP) as "a process which promotes the coordinated development and management of water, land and related resources, in order to maxi mi ze the resultant economic and social welfare in an equitable  manner without compromisi ng the sustai nability of vital ecosystems".
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